Networking in Open Education

It is now pertinent to analyse and evaluate the growth and
development of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Open University in providing
increasing access to higher education and issues/problems associated
with networking of open education system.

The data pertaining to the students enrollment and degrees
awarded arc collected from university records and are presented.The
information about problems associated with students in open education
system is collected on the basis of interviews with about 200 open
university students at 10 selected study centres and discussions with
concerned authorities of open university at the head office Hyderabad.

Dr.B.RAmbcdkar Open university has a network of 100 study
centres spread over the entire state of Andhra Pradesh. The university
follows a multimedia approach in instructional methodology such as
printed self-instructional material, radio lessons, video lessons,
counselling classes etc. Printed course material is the most prominent
of all the other modes of instruction. The other modes of instruction
are largely supplementary to the print medium.

The enrollment of students, in Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University,
in undergraduate, postgraduate and the Diploma programmes increased
to 59796 in 1993-from 6231 in 1983-84 The enrollment has increased
by more than 9 times over a period of 10 years. Around 71,000 candidates
appeared for the Eligibility Test in the academic year 1995-96. This is
indicative of the potential of wide scale acceptability of open education.
So far ( up to 1993- 94 ) 22,802 Degrees and diplomas have been
awarded. The details are as follows ;

B.A,, B.COM., and B.Sc.               -19,686

PGDPA PGDPR and B.Li Sc        - 2,480

CPFN                                          -   601

M.Phil., Degrees                           :__35

22,802

The above analysis reveals that Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University
has been able to provide open access to higher education to a very
broad cross section of the people. But the enrollment of students from
urban area represents around 70 per cent and from rural area around
30 per cent. This indicates that the University is still not able to provide
open access to higher education to all those disadvantaged rural people.
It is interesting to note that out of the total degrees awarded, rural
people bagged 56 per cent and urban people 44 per cent. In terms of
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